All the rivers run into the sea, yet the sea is not full. Eccles.1:7 (R.V.)

The complaint of this chapter is the tiresome monotony of existence. Always the same
tedious routine! The jaded soul of the worldling, who has put God out of his life, sees nothing
fresh or interesting anywhere, and yawns with weariness. King Solomon had everything that the
world could give to make his years rich, glad, and useful. But his heart turned away from God to
things, from the only true God to idols, from the spiritual to the sensual, from heaven to earth;
and he became a jaded voluptuary, who records his experiences on these pages, to warn coming
generations. His words remind us of Byron's lament at his life being in the sere and yellow leaf;
of the closing sentence of Vanity Fair; and of entries in the journals of the world's greatest wits
and courtiers.

All the rivers of earthly joy may be flowing into your heart, but they will never fill it. They
may recede, or dry up, or ebb; but if not, still they will never satisfy. The pleasures of this world
after a while become monotonous, and pall on our taste. The appetite grows with its food. But
in Christ there is perennial interest. The water that He gives rises up to eternal life. In his love
and service there is always satisfaction and blessedness. We need not go outside of Him for new
delights; and to know Him is to possess a secret which makes all things new.

| know of a gentleman, who has everything that wealth can give, but who is kept in a
perpetual state of irritation, because he cannot eradicate the daisies from his lawn. There is a
freckle on every flower, a stain on every leaf, a drawback in every lot, that we may be driven to
find perfect fruition in God only.
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All his days are but sorrows, and his travail is grief. Eccles. 2:23 (R.V.)

What a glimpse this is into a heart that has put God out! Solomon's power turned away his
heart, so that he was not perfect with God, as David, his father. He drifted from God; and
plunged into pleasure and laughter; into building and planting; into the pursuit of science and
learning. "Whatsoever mine eyes desired | kept not from them. And, behold, all was vanity and a
striving after wind" (R.V.). Nothing can satisfy us but God. We were made for Him; and the
heart, as Augustine says, must be for ever restless till it finds rest in Him. Thus the shell, brought
home from the sea-shore and placed on the shelf, sighs each time you place it to your ear for
the ocean whence it came.

We have no need to envy those who prosper in this world, but are without God, and
without hope. Their days are sorrows, and their travail is grief, and at night their hearts take no
rest. But if we are to avoid their inward anguish, we must avoid their fatal mistake, and learn to
take God into our lives. The river of life, which is the Holy Spirit, flows at our feet; but we must
stoop to take it freely.

Dr. Gordon records the story of a traveller in Barbary, who saw a beautiful clear spring of
water, over which was inscribed the legend, "Drink, and be gone." Robbers infested the region,
and were constantly on the track of the traveller, ready to waylay and rob him. Therefore he
must snatch the cooling draught and hasten on. Shall we refuse ourselves all pleasure in this
world? Shall we write Touch not on every innocent gratification? No; but as soon as we have
tasted of the pleasant draught, and lingered long enough to refresh our jaded souls, to hasten to
life's serious tasks.
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He hath set eternity in their heart. Eccles. 3:11 (R.V., marg.)

The Preacher has been enumerating the various extremes and alternatives of existence,
and the natural conclusion might seem to be that since each neutralizes the other, it might be as
well for a man to do nothing at all. But a deeper thought is suggested. Man is greater than the
changes around him; he has eternity in his heart, and therefore all the varied circumstances of
human life resemble the wheels of some great machine, the cogs of which turn in different
directions, but the effect is a forward motion, and the manufacture of a fabric that will outlive
the machinery that made it. We are greater than circumstance, or change, or things. We have
the capacity for the Eternal and Infinite. As the sea-shell sighs for the ocean, so our hearts cry
out, though sometimes inarticulately, for God, for the living God. Christ said that foxes have
holes and the birds their nests, but the Son of Man hath not where to lay his head; and this is
true in another sense. The noblest men are those least able to rest anywhere short of God.

God made man in his own image; and nothing more surely attests the greatness of our
origin than those faculties of the soul which are capable of yearning for, conceiving, and
enjoying the Infinite, the Immortal, and the Divine. And every appetite in nature and grace has
its appropriate satisfaction.

Let us come to Him who has the words of eternal life, who is Himself the Bread that
endureth unto eternal life. He that cometh to Him shall never hunger; he that believeth in Him
shall never thirst.

Here would we end our quest;
Alone are found in Thee

The life of perfect bliss--the rest
Of immortality.



Mgk A BEATAOE.  F=11 [ TRA ) HE k]

B CACHNER | &M [ A7 AR R A RIS S, ISR ARG R AR R AR LS, REAR— 1
FHRHE T R, AT DU B ARAME . (HIE $on — (SR . N BAth A [
SACE R B, ALK, BT RUNEARTE P A SRR A R R B AR Ml R A
Wi, 0w AN F T A D, (HR AR R TR R, A% H RS AR A UL L g
A A . MRS, S8k, FY), HEE. RMAKRZ [RAE] A TR 1
RE Ao IRUNES M AR 2 K SR R S, @B AR RS REITRERE, AL Rk
FOKA R SR P, BE R, OMAN, REMRSAEE, NTARAMERTS
(KJN20); JE4E MR MR E . &S NRARAERA T %28 .

M HCOKIEBRIEN: NP EARGRE . BE. WEZMIR. AF.
M, IRAATIEHGE R IIARE, ST 0 S R AIREE N = s 10 HL A AR R R A
BB, AH B E AT AL -

AR A BTG LA K A Z BRI AT, 1 SRR AR . BAhiE AR
K, AR B, KIEAE (RI7N35)

T F AP R B K,
B I ARIE T
RAEBHESD —

J:IQ 'PE éé’@’%; o



Behold, the tears of such as were oppressed. Eccles. 4:1

Do ye hear the children weeping, O my brothers,
Eve the sorrow comes with years?

They are leaning their young heads against their mothers,
But that cannot stop their tears.

The young lambs are bleating in the meadows;

The young birds are chirping in the nest;

The young fawns are playing with the shadows;
The young flowers are blowing toward the west-- .
But the young, young children, O my brothers,
They are weeping bitterly!

They are weeping in the playtime of the others,

In the country of the free.

It is a sad, sad world, and perhaps must get sadder yet. It may be that we have not yet
reached the darkest hour. Oh the tears of the oppressed; the tiny children; the terror-stricken
fugitives from the Turk, the European trader, and the drunken tyrant of the home! Through all
the centuries tears have flowed, enough to float a navy.

There need be no difficulty in accounting for them. Our race has elected the service of sin
and self. Turning our back on God, for whom we were made, we have turned every one to our
own way, and are inheriting the ancient curse of travail, tears, thorns, and death. It is quite true
that many suffer innocently and vicariously, because we are members one of another; and by
the mysterious arrangement of the Almighty the whole race is bound together by mysterious
but indissoluble cords. In Adam all die, all suffer, all sorrow and weep, just as in Christ shall all be
made alive. The pain must last, till the Stronger than the strong comes to divide the spoils, and
set the captives free.

How comforting it is to realize that God knows our sorrows, puts our tears into his bottle, is
afflicted in all our affliction, and bears us on his heart.
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To draw nigh to hear is better than to give the sacrifice of fools. Eccles. 5:1 (R.V.)

This is certainly half of our business, when we kneel to pray. It is a drawing nigh to hear.
One has truly said that the closet is not so much an oratory, in the narrow sense of making
requests, as an observatory, from which we get new views of God, and new revelations of Him.

We are all inclined to be rash with our mouth. We rush into the presence of God, leave our
card as on a morning call, and then plunge into the eager rush of our life. We have spoken to
Him, but not stayed to hear what He would say in reply. We have suggested many things to Him,
but have not sought for his comments, or suggestions, in return. We do not take time to fix the
heart's gaze on the unseen and eternal, or to abstract our mind from the voices of the world, so
as to hear the still small voice that speaks in silence and solitude.

Only the waters which in perfect stillness lie
Give back an undistorted image of the sky.

Keep thy foot; take off the shoes from thy feet, when entering the Presence-chamber,
whether alone or with others. Walk warily and reverently; behold! He is near, before whom
angels veil their faces with their wings. Come into his presence with holy fear. Let there be no
irreverence in demeanour. One writes of the late Mr. Gladstone, "The House of God seemed to
be to him at all times just what its name implied; and it is impossible to think of him at any
service missing a response, or forgetting an 'Amen.' Devotion, earnestness, and concentrated
attention were the regular attributes of his nature when engaged in worship. He realized in the
simplest fashion that worship was communing with God."
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Under the sun. Eccles. 6:1

The Preacher constantly refers to what is done under the sun; and is not this the clue to so
much that is puzzling in this book? If your horizon is limited to what the sun shines on, it is
impossible to get the true standpoint of vision, or discover the real policy of life. If this world
and the time-day are all, we are entangled in an inexplicable maze. It is impossible to believe in
the existence of a benign and wise Creator unless there is more than we can see, larger than we
can grasp. We have no choice but blank materialism, unless we believe there is someone and
something over and above the sun, and that the sun and his attendant train of worlds is but a
speck in the vastness of his existence.

O Christian soul, let you and me get beyond the sun, which one day will be no more, to the
Lord, who is an everlasting light. Let us sit with Him in the heavenlies, and thence look down
upon man and his little life. What inconsiderable atoms do kings and empires appear; even our
affliction seems to be but light, and for a moment! Not on this side of the sun, but on that lies
our true portion and home, our enduring substance.

In order to live as we should, the sun must be under our feet, a position which is only
possible to those who are in Christ Jesus. "l knew a man in Christ," says the Apostle, "caught up
into the third heaven, and he heard unspeakable things." Would you be unworldly, seek to
become otherworldly. Do you want the sun to grow dim? --ask for the light which is above the
brightness of the sun.

Set your affections on those things which are above, where Christ sitteth at the right hand
of God.



HXtZTF. Nl

HUEHE AEE L THICZ T ) NFHENSE,; #EEEARIES & P NN A1
BREIG? WRAR AR BT R BRAE FD G PRI S, IR AN AT REAF B S RN U S 2 B, th
AT eI A Ay AR R T 8t I RS E SRy Hot 2 — ), RATHIE A 544 HL b i TN =&
o ZAME AL R SEY) E AR AT REN, BrAEA 2B TREE R, K
BPEMIPTREHE 1. BRAIERMIMGEA L, A EEMERsz b, W HHBEULHEREE
R AR B, R Al KA AE P B — BEAORE, 5 R BRAP it A 2 i X ME Pt ) i 33

£

SLEGEM, ERRURBOMIE H O, BIEEAT, & HCH —RRAEAAE, 32K
FOb. FRIAMAER o AL (9 —6), HALAIAE A A /MO A . B A
1 B AR AR 2 /N ok L 2R BAP AR (LT A R S (MR D01 7) R
BRI EEM A, RAVKINEESE, MEHDJSZ T, mfEHeZ L.

BT BRI (R, FA e TP T, 2 (04 S O R 0 N AT i
B SHERER, [HRE - EEE RN, PEREIE SR L%, RN,
RNRARM . %+ =2) | IR, #hEe R R 5 — (R R %, R
F S 05 7 02 R L R S 2 3

TELER LHE, AR EREMAE (T=1) .



By the sadness of the countenance the heart is made glad. Eccles. 7:3 (R.V.)

Who does not know that our most sorrowful days have been amongst our best? When the
face is wreathed with smiles, and we trip lightly over meadows bespangled with spring flowers,
our heart is often running to waste. The soul which is always blithe and gay misses the deepest
life. It has its reward, and it is satisfied to its measure, though that measure is a very scanty one.
But the heart is dwarfed, and the nature, which is capable of the highest heights, the deepest
depths, is undeveloped; and life presently burns down to its socket without having known the
resonance of the deepest chords of joy. "Blessed are they that mourn."

Stars shine brightest in the long dark nights of winter. The gentians show their fairest
bloom amidst almost inaccessible heights of snow and ice. God's promises seem to wait for the
pressure of pain to trample out their richest juice as in a wine-press. Sorrow brings us nearest to
the Man of Sorrows, and is the surest passport to his loving sympathy. Only those who have
sorrowed know how tender his comfort can be. It is only as the door shuts upon the joys of the
earth that the window is opened to the blessedness of the unseen and eternal. Let sadness
cover your face, Jesus will enter the heart, and make it glad, for the days in which you have been
afflicted, and the years in which you have seen evil.

Is your face sad? Are you passing through bitter and trying experiences? Be of good cheer.
Out of the sorrows that make the face sad will come ultimate joy. This affliction is working out a
far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory. And the day is not distant when God will wipe
tears from off all faces.
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The King's word hath power. Eccles. 8:4 (R.V.)

When our King speaks it is done. He spoke in creation, and power went with his word to
call all things out of nothing. He spoke in his earthly ministry, and power accompanied every
word, in giving eyes to the blind and life to the dead. He spoke, and the paralysed had power to
walk. He spoke, and the winds dropped, whilst the tumultuous waves were hushed to rest. He
spoke, and men knew their sins were forgiven, to be remembered against them no more for
ever. He spoke, and the dying thief passed into Paradise.

Whatever He bids you do by his word, be sure that He will enable you to do it by his power.
He works in us to will and to work of his good pleasure; that is, He never directs us in any path of
obedience or service without furnishing a sufficient supply of grace. Does He bid you renounce
some evil habit? The power to renounce it awaits you. Claim it. Does He bid you walk on the
water? The power by which to walk only waits for you to claim it. Does He bid you perform
irksome duty? There is such transforming power issuing from Him as to make duty a delight, if
only you will avail yourself of it. Whenever you are called to stand up to speak the word of your
King, be sure to seek and obtain the power--that shall prove your best credential. Take the
power of the King with you: it is his signet-ring, by which men will be convinced that you have
been entrusted with his word.

Sustain me, that with Thee | walk these waves
Resisting ! --Breathe me upward, Thou in me
Aspiring, Who art the Way, the Truth, the Life —
That no Truth henceforth seem indifferent,

No Way to Truth laborious, and no Life,

Not even this life | live, intolerable!
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The race is not to the swift, nor the battle to the strong. Eccles. 9: 11

This is true in another sense than the Preacher meant. His conclusion was that time and
chance happen to all alike in the race and battle of life. To us it means that God comes to those
who are not swift, but, like Mephibosheth, lame on both feet, and gives them the prize which
they could not win; that He bends over those who are not strong, and gives them the victory
which they could not procure. The Gospel is full of promise to younger sons, bruised reeds, lame
and helpless souls, to babes and sucklings, to those that have no might; whilst it hides its secrets
from the wise and prudent, and withholds its rewards from the swift and strong.

YOU ARE NOT SWIFT. Long ago the spring was taken from your life, and the elasticity from
your feet. For many years you have lain by the Beautiful Gate, seeing the happy souls pass to the
inner shrine, and coming out entranced. You have been content to live on their alms. But better
things are in store. He who knows your case will even now give you perfect soundness. Though
you cannot win the prize of your high calling by running, it shall be yours by receiving and taking.
It is a gift; and though you have not legs you have surely hands.

YOU ARE NOT STRONG. But it is well. Many of us are too strong for God. He has to weaken
us by touching the sinew of our thigh. When Jacob went from fighting to clinging, he became a
prince with God. Isaiah left it on record that God gives power to the faint, and increases might to
those who have no power. And the great Apostle of the Gentiles gloried in his infirmities,
because he had discovered that when he was weak then he was strong, since the power of
Christ was only perfected in weakness.
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If one do not whet the edge, then must he put to more strength. Eccles. 10: 10

If this is true, as we know it is, may we not often use it as an appeal to God? There are
times with all who work for God, when they are blunt, through much usage. The brain is blunt,
and cannot think. The heart is blunt, and cannot feel. The voice is blunt, and has lost its ringing
note. How often the evangelist, towards the end of a series of services, feels blunt! Sometimes
also there are private sorrows, of which we cannot speak, which take off the edge. At all such
times let us turn to God and say, "Put in more strength. Let thy power be magnified in my
weakness. Give more grace, so that thy work shall not suffer." | suppose Paul meant this when
he said that he gloried in infirmities, that the power of Christ might rest upon him. Surely more
work is done by a blunt edge and divine power, than by a sharp edge and little power.

This, however, does not justify us in seeking to be blunt. And when we are conscious that
the edge is going off, it becomes us to seek a fresh whetting. The time is not lost in the harvest-
field when the reapers whet their scythes with musical tinkle. A day in the country or a week by
the seaside are very pleasant whetstones. Solomon says that friendship, the face of a friend, will
sharpen a blunt edge; and full often we have been sharpened and quickened by seasons of holy
fellowship. But after all, nothing gives us such a keen edge as the devotional perusal of the
divine Word. Let us appropriate the words of the prophet, and each one ask to be made a new
sharp threshing-instrument having teeth, that we may thresh the mountains, and make them
small, and give our God as little anxiety as possible.
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In the morning sow thy seed, and in the evening withhold not thine hand. Eccles. 11:6

We are all tempted to look too much to the winds and clouds. We study the faces of
people, their moods and circumstances, and say, "It is not a favourable time to approach them
about their souls. He does not look to be a likely case, or in a likely mood." But how do we
know? If we are always waiting for favouring conditions, we shall resemble the farmer who is
ever looking out for perfect weather, and lets the whole autumn pass without one handful of
grain reaching the furrows; or who is always studying the clouds, seeking for a spell of hot
summer weather; and presently the chance is gone, and the crop lost.

In fact, we can never tell what God is doing in the secrets of the heart. He may have been
prosecuting his deep and wise designs with the souls that appear most untoward and
unprepossessing. He may have led them to such a point that they are most eagerly yearning for
the hand to lead them into the light. The eunuch in his chariot, might not, from a distance, have
seemed specially ripe for the Christian evangelist; but, on coming near, he was discovered to be
an inquirer. Saul of Tarsus was the least likely man in all Palestine to be a Christian; but God had
been at work with him. Let us dare then to trust God, not looking for winds or sunshine, but
scattering everywhere the precious seed of the Gospel.

Say not, the struggle naught availeth,
The labour and the wounds are vain;
The enemy faints not, nor faileth,

And as things have been things remain.

For while the tired waves, vainly breaking,
Seem here no painful inch to gain,

Far back, through creeks and inlets making,
Cowes silent, flooding in, the main.
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The Preacher sought to find out acceptable words. Eccles. 12: 10

The wise preacher or teacher is not content with merely teaching the people knowledge,
he will ponder and seek out and set in order the lessons of divine wisdom; and when these are
settled, he will go on to find out acceptable words. We must be careful to secure the "apples of
gold," and no less careful to place them in the "pictures of silver." Not that we are to make
beauty of language an object in itself; but having conceived high and holy thoughts we should
give them a worthy expression, so that the Royal word may ride forth in a becoming equipage. It
is unfit that the vessels of the sanctuary should be carried only in badger skins; their first
covering at least must be "all of blue." If we are stewards in God's household to give his children
food, let us serve it up suitably. The linen should be clean, and the table garnished.

Remember, however, that the words of the wise are as goads and nails. They must have
points, sometimes to prick to duty, at other times to stick fast in the memory. In every sermon
or lesson there should be points. To arrest and compel attention is more important than to
please the ear. Do not refine and beautify it to such an extent that there may be nothing left to
stir the conscience and lacerate the heart.

Words that best fit the enunciation of God's truth are given from the One Shepherd. We
are enriched by Him, not only in all knowledge but in all utterance. He who made the mouth can
put his words into the mouth. Ask Him to speak to you, that you may speak in accents borrowed
from his tone; for it is not ye that speak, but the Spirit of your Father that speaketh in you.
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