The Lord is righteous; for | have rebelled against his commandment. Lam. 1: 18

In these plaintive elegiacs, Jerusalem, by the mouth of the prophet, laments her fate. But
the story of her desolation is mingled with confessions of her sin. She asks boldly if any sorrow
could be compared to her sorrow, and then confesses that not one pang or stroke had been in
excess of her sin. This is what sorrow does for us all.

Sorrow has been fitly called the mother of all joy. She alone creates the darkness, in which
we can distinguish the real meaning of God's dealings, and understand the true nature of our
wild wanderings. Her neutral tints subdue the soul's pride, and turn it away from the glare of
human ambition. Beneath her teaching we learn to view aright the evanescence of all things
human, and to see that the eternal is alone real amid a world of illusions.

Sweet sorrow, who the earth has ever trod,
Dreaded and shunned, till, by thy burning kiss,
The heart was fired and flamed serene to God;

O kind stern friend, we leave thee on Time's shore,

The only friend of earth whom we shall see no more.

Perhaps your sorrow will be allowed to press on you more and more sorely till you have
been led to self-examination, confession of sin, and acknowledgment of the rightness of God's
dealings with you. There is an alloy of pride in your nature that must be destroyed. If the fire is
not hot enough, its heat must be raised till it suffices. Accept the lesson of your present pain,
and rebel no longer.

The waves of unutterable grief may be breaking in succession against the beaten
promontory of your faith, and will be followed by the great tenth wave of apparent desertion:
but the return-tide of exultant joy is at hand.
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The prophets have seen visions for thee of vanity and foolishness. Lam. 2: 14

The prophet is addressing Jerusalem-- ruined, desolate, and afflicted--the city waste; her
children in Babylon. Of course the main question was as to their return from captivity, and
deliverance from their yoke. The false prophets were perpetually seeing visions of deliverance
that were never fulfilled. Now this kingdom would come to their rescue; now that. But they
were empty dreams. The captivity would never be turned, until the iniquity which had led to it
had been discovered and put away. But the prophets had no desire or ability to do this. Now this
is true of yourself as an individual and as a Christian worker.

AS AN INDIVIDUAL: You are suffering in one way or another: in body, or relative, or
circumstance. Your one thought is to obtain deliverance, and your mind is filled with vain
dreams of how it is to come. It would be better far to ask God to discover to you any reason for
chastisement. If He says nothing, then believe that there is still some wise end in it for yourself
or others. But He may indicate some reason for his strokes.

AS A CHRISTIAN WORKER: Your earnest endeavours have failed. You suppose that some
new method will bring success. There may be some reason in yourself which will account for all.
Ask God to discover it. When you see it in his light, you will be surprised that you never saw it
before; and you will cease to wonder that those over whom you have longed have never yielded
to the love of God. It is useless to have visions of a lovely and holy life, unless you are willing to
have your iniquity discovered and destroyed. Oh for faithful prophet-voices to do their office for
us!
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Thou drewest near in the day that | called upon Thee: Thou saidst, Fear not. Lam. 3 :57

Jeremiah is referring to his own experiences of the dungeon, into which the malice of his
foes had plunged him. As he reached its lowest depths, he began to call upon God, and
continued to call. His reliance was on the name (i.e., the nature) of God. This is the most potent
argument that any soul can employ. Not our faith, but his faithfulness: not our trust, but his
trustworthiness. "Act worthily of that great name, which Thou hast taken for Thyself, O God, we
beseech Thee."

No sooner was that appeal made than it was heard. "Thou heardest my voice." Notice that
the very breathing of the persecuted soul was heard by the Most High. A mother listens for the
breathing of her babe in the dark. It will tell her so much. The soft, measured breath, or the
labouring, gasping breath. God never hides his ear from our breathing; or from those
inarticulate cries, which express, as words could not do, the deep anguish and yearning of the
heart. If you cannot speak, cry, sob, or groan, then be still. God can interpret all.

Then He draws nigh. Of course, He is ever nigh. "Nearer than breathing." But He gives a
sweet consciousness of his presence. The dark dungeon of bereavement, or sorrow, suddenly
becomes luminous with the radiance of the Shekinah; the stillness is broken by the approaching
footfall of the Almighty Friend, who is never so near as when lover and friend are unable to
help. Oh, how tenderly He draws nigh! Solitude indeed hath charms, for it is our Saviour's
opportunity; and the dungeon becomes desirable, for it is the ante-room to the presence-
chamber of our King. Happy they who have learned to detect the secret of the Lord, and his
whispered Fear not!
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Of whom we said, Under his shadow we shall live among the nations. Lam. 4:20 (R.V.)

The people tell the sad tale of the pursuit of their foes. Swifter than the eagles, they chased
them on the mountains, and laid wait for them in the wilderness. Then they narrate how their
king fell into the hands of them who sought his life. He was dear to them as the breath of their
nostrils; his person was sacred as the anointed of the Lord; they had thought that even though
they were carried into captivity they would find some alleviation to their hardships in dwelling
under his protection; they said, "Under his shadow we shall live among the nations." But even
he was taken in their pits.

What a likeness and a contrast to our blessed Lord! There is LIKENESS. He is as the breath
of our life. As we inhale the air around us, so we expand our souls to drink in of his most blessed
nature. We open our mouths, and inhale Him as our vital element; his Spirit for our spirit; his
blood for our souls; his resurrection strength for our bodies. He is the Anointed of the Father,
who anoints us. Because He is the Christ (Anointed), we are Christians (anointed ones). His
shadow is a most grateful and widespreading one, beneath which we may dwell in safety.

But how great the CONTRAST! Though He was once taken in the pit of Satanic malice and
the shadow of death, yet now He liveth to be the shield and protector of his people wherever
they are scattered among the nations. He that sitteth on the throne shall spread his tabernacle
over them. They shall hunger and thirst no more, neither shall the sun strike them. However far
our bodies are from one another, we all dwell beneath the shadow of the Lord, which is as a
great rock in a weary land.
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Turn Thou us unto Thee, O Lord, and we shall be turned. Renew our days asof old. Lam.5:21

Weary of chastening, and longing to have again all the blessed enjoyments and privileges of
the past, the backslider desires to be right with God, as he used to be. But he is often met with
great initial difficulties. He would pray, but cannot; he would feel broken and penitent, but his
heart is as hard as the nether millstone; he would take the old pleasure in the service and
worship of the Most High, but it evades his grasp. This perplexes and daunts him.

What should be our attitude under such circumstances? There is nothing better than to
adopt the cry of the prophet, and ask God to turn the soul, and renew its blessed and holy
experiences. There will be no doubt of our being turned, if He turns us.

It is not difficult to recover the attitude, emotions, and work of past days, when we have
yielded ourselves absolutely to God, and have cast on Him the responsibility of making us all
that He has taught us to desire. Let Him assign what standard He chooses, there will be no
difficulty in our attaining it, if He fulfils in us all the good pleasure of his will, and the work of
faith with power.

The happy life is that which does not need to ask for the olden days to be renewed,
because it is ever anticipating that it will be better further on, and that the dawn will grow into
the perfect day; but where the past was better than the present is, let us ask that God would
restore the years that the caterpillar and cankerworm have eaten. Just because God abides for
ever, and his throne is from generation to generation, He is able to renew the soul with new
pulses of energy and life. Each spring He makes the world as fair as on the morning of creation.
"Renew our days as of old."
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