And Daniel continued even unto the first year of King Cyrus. Dan. 1: 21

Is that wonderful? It may seem so when you consider the uncertainty of Oriental politics,
and the feverish haste with which favourites are raised to confidential positions and thrust back
again to obscurity. In this very book we have glimpses of the virulence of hatred entertained in
the court of Babylon towards Jews, and the mortification with which aspirants for the royal
favour found it monopolized by Daniel and his friends. But we cease to wonder when we turn to
chap 6: 10, and discover Daniel's habit of kneeling upon his knees three times a day, praying and
giving thanks to his God. Prayer is the secret of continuance.

To all deep lives there come moments of serious questioning: Shall | be able to hold out?
Shall | always be able to withstand the virulent hate of my foes, and overcome the corruption of
my heart? Will it be always possible to meet the strong and imperious demands of duty, and the
appeal of those who look to me for help? Amid the changes that the years may bring, will it be
possible to maintain my ground? Men are so capricious; events so fluctuating; the sea of human
life so unstable. To all such suggestions there is but one reply--prayer is the secret of
continuance.

It is a dangerous temptation of the adversary, so writes one of God's hidden ones, when
upright minds suffer themselves to be completely cast down by the unbelieving--I had almost
said proud--view of their infirmities : in the performance of God's works such ought only to
humble themselves, and go forward. He who loves and exercises prayer, will in due time be
translated from self unto God: from being a pitcher, filled and emptied, to a riverbed.
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Then was the secret revealed in a night vision. Dan. 2:17, 18, 19

This prayer-meeting, called hurriedly, must have been very intense. There was no knowing
whether it might not be interrupted before it was completed by the guards of the palace
summoning the supplicants to die. These two or three were gathered in the name of God, in
rooms which never before had heard his name. But when their prayers had been offered, such
serene peace resulted that Daniel was able to sleep with the utmost composure; and his mind,
like a mirror, received upon its placid depths the impression of God's thoughts.

It is a test of prayer having attained its object, when the praying soul feels there is no need
to wrestle longer, and the sweet assurance is borne in that God has received our supplication,
and that further words are needless. This serenity of heart shows itself in the unruffled calm of
the commercial man in a time of panic; in the quietness of the soul under provocation; in the
stayedness of the heart on God, while storms sweep earth and sky.

It has been pointed out that there are three New Testament words for prayer to which we
do well to take heed. Be sober unto prayer (1 Peter 4: 7). Do not be drunk with worldly vanity,
business, or gaiety; but bring a humble, penitent, clear, and sound mind. Be at leisure when you
pray (1 Cor. 7: 5). The word means that prayer is not to be hurried; that nothing should interfere
with its leisurely enjoyment. Labour at prayer (Col. 1: 29; or 4: 12). As a man labours at his daily
work, or strives on the battle-field, or agonizes to preserve a beloved friend from danger. It was
thus that Jesus laboured in the Garden of Gethsemane. And it was thus that these faithful souls
must have prayed.
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Lo, | see four men loose. Dan.3:25

There was no doubt about their being bound. Their turbans, mantles, and other garments
had bound their limbs so tightly, that when first they reached the furnace they fell down bound
in its midst. Whatever else the fire could not do, it at least freed them, so that they walked loose;
and the dewy glades of Paradise were not more fragrant and delightful than were those white-
hot cinders.

This is what trial has often done for us. We had become conscious of the binding effect of
our own habits which we had permitted as comparatively innocent; but gradually the conviction
grew that they were amongst the weights that should be laid aside. Yet they clung to us until
some fiery trial befel us, and from that hour, through the grace of the Holy Spirit, we were free.
Do not fear the fire. It cannot hurt one hair of your head, or leave the smell of burning on you;
but it will eat out the alloy, and gnaw away the iron bands that bound you.

Beat on, true heart, for ever!
Shine bright, strong golden chain;
And bless the cleansing fire

And the furnace of living pain.

But Jesus never allows his beloved to walk the fire alone. If it is heated seven times hotter
than its wont, this is only the reason for his becoming more real, as our living and glorious
Friend. There always goes beside the tried saint, though not always patent even to the eye of
the spirit, another whose aspect is that of the Son of God. Reach out thy hands to Him, beloved
--He is there. The Refiner not only watches the crucible, He is in it with thee. In all thy affliction
He is afflicted.
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All his works are truth, and his ways judgment. Dan. 4:37

This is the confession of a heathen king; but how true it is, and how well for us, if we dare
to affirm, amid all the appearances to the contrary, and all the shrinking of the natural man, that
all God's works are truth and his ways righteous, not only in the wide circumference of the
heavens, but in the tiny circle of our little life.

The main lesson, let us note it, which this chapter is designed to teach, and which
Nebuchadnezzar epitomizes in these words, is the abhorrence with which God regards pride.
We are all tempted to walk on the terrace of our palace, and say, "Is not this great Babylon,
which | have built by the might of my power and for the glory of my majesty?" But to speak thus
is to incur the displeasure of the Most High, who giveth the kingdom to whomsoever He will.

If thou hast achieved a position of wealth and independence and success, do not be proud
of it, as though it were all of thy own creating. God gave thee power to get wealth; raised thee
to that responsible position as his agent and trustee; and made thy name as one of the great
over the earth. Give Him the glory, and be sure to consider thyself only as his steward, entrusted
with his property, and continued in thy position for so long a time as thou art faithful in thine
administration.

May not that illness, that suspension from active work, that serious deprivation, have been
sent to thee, as this madness was permitted to come to the King of Babylon, that thou shouldest
know and acknowledge that the heavens do rule? Remember that the watchers and the holy
ones still walk the world with viewless footprints, and give in their account.
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| have heard of thee, that thou canst make interpretations and dissolve doubts. Dan. 5: 16

The perplexed world often turns to the Christian in its hours of anguish and terror. While
the foe seems powerless, and the hall of life is full of light and song; while the merry feet chase
the flying hours, and mirth is unrestrained; whilst the wine flows freely, and the courtiers
whisper flattery--the servant of God may be left in obscurity and neglect, as Daniel by
Belshazzar. At such times God Himself is an object of ridicule and scorn. But let a hand come
from out the Infinite, and write on the walls of life's palace in words of mystery, then the panic-
stricken worldlings cry out for one in whom is the Spirit of the Holy God, and who can decipher
the mysterious hieroglyphics, which to conscience forebode only disaster.

At such hours the child of God is kept in perfect peace. How should it be otherwise? He
recognizes his Father's handwriting, and can decipher his Father's meaning. Amid the crash of
falling kingdoms he is sure of his Father's care. Oblivious of his own interests, he is only anxious
to interpret the ways of God, to recall the sinner, and save the State.

The world has more respect for our religion than it cares to admit in its gay moods, and it is
noticing us more than we dream. Some day those who treat you with least courtesy will send for
you. Only be at peace, and rest in your Father's Spirit. It shall be given you in that same hour
what ye should speak. In the meanwhile, do not be surprised if you are led through many
mysterious and trying experiences. It is only so that you can get the key to God's secrets, or the
clue to his mysteries. Above all, seek for the Spirit of God, that light and understanding and
excellent wisdom may be found in thee.
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No manner of hurt was found upon him, because he had trusted in his God. Dan. 6:23 (R.V.)

By faith they shut the mouths of lions. The lions' den is not an old-world experience merely.
God's saints still dwell among lions, and fight with wild beasts at Ephesus. Like David, God's
people have abundant cause to cry, "They have compassed us in our steps: they set their eyes to
cast us down to the earth. He is like a lion that is greedy of his prey, and, as it were, a young lion,
lurking in secret places." But still God sends his angel to shut the lions' mouths; still faith
surrounds us with his unseen protection. Or, if the lion seems to triumph, it is only in
appearance. Was not the martyr Ignatius more than a conqueror when he said:

"I bid all men know that of my own free will | die for God, unless ye should hinder me. |
exhort you, be ye not an unseasonable kindness to me. Let me be given to the wild beasts, for
through them | can attain unto God. | am God's wheat, and | am ground by the teeth of wild
beasts that | may be found pure bread of Christ. Rather entice the wild beasts that they may
become my sepulchre, and may leave no part of my body behind; so that | may not, when | am
fallen asleep, be burdensome to any one. ... Now | am beginning to be a disciple. May naught of
things visible and things invisible impede me, that | may attain unto Jesus Christ. Come fire, and
iron, and grapplings with wild beasts, cuttings, and manglings, crushings of my whole body--only
be it mine to attain unto Jesus Christ."

Whether faith closes the mouth of the lion, or gives the soul such an entire deliverance
from all fear, it is the same in essence and operation, and shows its heavenly temper with the
ease with which it overcomes the world.
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There was given Him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom. Dan. 7:14

Jesus does rule. The kingdom of Christ is no fanciful phrase. The words He spoke, the deeds
He did, have shaped the religious life and thought of the civilized world. But this is the lowest
ground. He is supreme over all creation. In Him the ancient psalm is fulfilled, "Thou hast put all
things under his feet. All sheep and oxen, the fowl of the air, the fish of the sea, and the beasts
of the field." The Father hath set Him at his own right hand, far above all principality and power;
all angels do his bidding; all demon-powers are beneath his feet. Joseph, our Brother, is King.

But let us never forget that the foundation of his kingdom is his Cross. We want more than
the truth, more than a guide to show the way; we need forgiveness, salvation, life: and these are
only possible through the death of the Redeemer. Satan offered Him the kingdom when he met
Him in the wilderness, and He would not have it on such terms. With face set for Calvary, He
went down the mountain to the valley of the shadow of death; and having traversed it, He came
to his disciples and said, "All power is given unto Me in heaven and in earth." Thou art the King
of Glory, O Christ; for Thou art the Lamb of God that taketh away the sins of the world.

That kingdom is an everlasting one. "All kingdoms will pass away before Christ's as the
chaff of the summer threshing-floor." The shaking of the kings and kingdoms of this world has
already begun, and is destined to shake to the ground the most stable edifices of human pride;
but as we are to receive a kingdom that cannot be moved, let us not be troubled.
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Then | rose up, and did the king's business. Dan. 8: 27

Few men have been favoured with such visions and revelations as fell to the lot of Daniel.
The future, in so many different aspects, was repeatedly unfolded before him, and he saw much
that elated and that depressed him. But through it all he steadily did the king's business; so far
as he knew, nothing was allowed to suffer or get behind. He would have counted it a great slur
on his religious life if it could have been said that his visions and exercises interfered with his
service to the king. Probably he did better work because his life was hid with God.

In all this there is much of suggestion and warning. We too must have our secret mount of
vision. We too must look across the valley for that blessed hope--the glorious appearing of our
great God and Saviour Jesus Christ. We too must have the vision of the evenings and mornings.
But that is not enough. We must do our business in the world. Not stargazing, but following the
Star; not always standing at the window, but going to and fro in the King's household, seeing
that everyone is at his post, and that the Royal household is properly fed; not always on the
mount of transfiguration, but hastening whithersoever the uplifted hand of human need
beckons us.

At the same time, it will quicken us to do our business better if we have had a vision.
Nothing makes so good a workman as thorough comprehension of his master's purposes. And
when Jesus calls us not servants only, but friends, we serve Him with deep appreciation of his
thoughts and plans. Our service is more refined, diligent, and intelligent. Get your plan in the
mount, and then build.
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At the beginning of thy supplications the commandment went forth. Dan. 9:23 (R.V.)

This is always so. Directly a God-given prayer is uttered, the commandment goes forth.
There is a sense, indeed, in which true prayer is the anticipation in the human heart of the
divine intention: "Before they call | will answer; and whilst they are yet speaking | will hear."
Does it seem as though your prayer were like a ship lost at sea, which brings no cargo home?
Dare to believe that the commandment did go forth, though as yet it has not reached you. It is
operating; and before long you shall see the result. "What things soever ye desire, when ye pray,
believe that ye have received them." The answer may not have come to hand, but it has been
granted. Even if you do not live to see the answer, dare to believe that it is assured.

What a tender address is this--"greatly beloved"! And the margin says"very precious." Is it
really so, that we are very precious to God? To those who believe, Christ is precious; but how
wonderful that they should be amongst his jewels, who were born of the first Adam, and have
cost so much pain and sorrow by their sins! There is no accounting for love. Directly love begins
to enumerate the reasons for its attachment, it ceases to be true love. Love knows no law
except the drawing of an inward affinity. So Jesus draws near to us. We are very precious to
Him. To have our love well compensates Him for all his bitter sorrow. Let us be very careful not
to hurt Him, or give Him needless grief. And when we pray, let it be with the assurance that He
bends over us and says, "Thou art greatly beloved; ask what thou wilt." As soon as the child of
God says "Father," the whole Godhead is quick to hear his request.
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O man greatly beloved, fear not; peace be unto thee, be strong, yea, be strong. Dan. 10: 19

WHY should we fear? We are loved, greatly beloved; loved to God's uttermost; loved to the
gift of his Only-begotten; loved to tears; loved to blood-shedding and death. It is said that Jesus,
having loved his own, which were in the world, loved them unto the end; not to the end of his
human ministry, but to the uttermost of what love can be (John 13: 1, R.V., marg.).

Why should we fear? Has God done so much, and will He not do all? Has He brought us out
of Egypt to let us perish in the wilderness? Is He so careful of the soul, and so careless of all
beside? There are mysteries--mysteries of life and death, of sin and sorrow, of this world and
the next; but fear not: God is ours, and we are his by immutable and indissoluble ties.

Let us possess ourselves in peace. We cannot understand, but we can trust. We may not
know the way we are going, but we can lean back on the heart of our Guide; standing in the
cleft of the Rock we can look out in peace on dreaded evils as they pass away together,
dismayed and amazed. If only we are acquainted with God, we shall be at peace, and thereby
good will come to us. They fear who look at circumstances, and not into God's face.

And we shall be strong--strong to endure; strong to achieve; strong to wait; strong to carry
the battle to the gate; strong to set our face like a flint, when the hour strikes for us to go to the
cross; strong to be glad when the crowds ebb away from us to follow the dear Master, Christ:

Be strong to hope, O heart ! Though day is bright,
The stars can only shine in the dark night.
Be strong, O heart of mine, and look towards the light.
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The people that do know their God shall be strong, and do exploits. Dan. 11 : 32

Daniel probably refers to the great persecution under Antiochus, when the followers of
Judas Maccabaeus, knowing their God, and keeping loyal to Him amidst the general defection,
refused to bow before the idols of Syria. These were strong in God's strength, and did exploits
never surpassed in the annals of those who have suffered for the truth.

There are many ways of knowing God--through the Bible, in solitary meditation, and pre-
eminently in the person of Jesus; but we also come to know Him by the daily experience and
intercourse of life. Those who live with you in the same house know and read you in an intimacy
of knowledge which no other method can rival. Learn to live with God! Summer and winter with
Him! "Abide in Him!"

In the Epistle to the Ephesians there are three prayers, which the apostle was wont to offer
for his converts. First, that they might know; next, that they might be strong; lastly, that they
might watch unto prayer. All our knowledge of God should be turned to practical use. Few
things injure us more than to seek knowledge for its own sake. Know, that you may do.

Then you will be strong to do exploits. When a man is sure of his base of operations; sure
that those in the rear of his march will back him up; sure that a strong and wise friend behind
him is pledged to his support--his heart is at peace, he can concentrate all his attention and
energy on the work that is on hand. He has no care, the Greek word for which means division.
When we really know God, and understand how utterly faithful He is to those who venture forth
in faith, we can do what others dare not attempt.



WA TR, DRMTE.  H1-32

RAT BEME LAERAR (A2 2 4R B vy (a3, 60K - 50 B Fr) R = 0 A A1 £ S A 3 e
R RN, B ORREE H, SRR BN R T (3] . 1B NEEEMN )
E5E, THIER, MhFBEAREZ R, A

R A P 2 s — SIS, BEBREEL, R ARERERE O AT IR
m%%iammﬁﬂiumxmﬁaim FBLEBRPR[EAE N, A2 1 30 5 B il R AR
WAL HAR T VA REEL AR bY o 25 Bl [R) 3 | 0 s 2 i A # B At [R) 43 (&9 1+ F1.4) !

CAIS T h, A = af T, R ORAR AW A ERETIORI . 28—, M IRE
(Fp—17); A%, b MIREHEIGR (b =16); A%, ZLLMMEEERES (hN18) . HAMPrE
PP R AT R A R o R B A T R AN, B IR AT A T R MR EE AR
RNIE, AT LLTAT

SRR VI REMIGRAT o B MR HERI AT FAORREE s B0 AL A0 AT 12 5 1R S
Bl SR04 AT — LI o 1 B8 = PO U A PR B S b, — AR Lo itAT P22, Al DU Bl A (K7
A ) BE AR T IR TR . MRAEE, WA DORF. M AN, P ahiE
F L BEAE AT N R M T, AT RN AR .

[3%] ¢ [7 # (Antiochus Epiphanes), 2 f# % [7] # 9 # (Antiochus V), 215-163BC, #175-163BC#;
BHAEHABRFTEEERB LA LS ANEFWLE), hHBERATHBRE. BB
(Judas Maccabeus) J7 & B Ji§ K44 5], A R ILF, H168BCE A & b #Ear, KILL R & WA,
%iﬁﬁA%%ﬁ&i%O%ﬂ%OcE&%%iﬁ%@%%ﬁﬁﬂ%(%m%—%>
(Maccabees 1) # -



Go thou thy way till the end be. Dan. 12: 13

Man becomes mystified with the great circle of God's Providence. He tries to follow it, but
his eyesight fails; his heart and head grow weary. And God says, It is enough--go thy way till the
end be: learn thy lesson; do thy work; tread the predetermined path: it is enough that thou
shouldst fulfil thy little day; evening will be here presently, and then thou shalt rest; leave the
evolution of my vast schemes to Me; | will bring all right; and "thou shalt stand in thy lot at the
end of the days."

THY WAY. For everyone that way is prepared; identical in the main outlines, but special for
the footsteps that are destined to tread it. There are three elements, which are almost certainly
present--Suffering, the strain of Toil, and Temptation. So long as the blight of the curse lingers
on our earth, these will be the ingredients in our cup. But let us go on our way. It is graduated to
our steps. God's grace will be sufficient for us.

OUR LOT. What will it be? As Canaan was allotted, so will heaven be. Where shall we
stand? Among the overcomers, or the martyrs, or the virgin souls that follow the Lamb
whithersoever He goeth, or those that get the victory over the Beast? Or shall our lot be
amongst those who have buried their talents, forgotten their oil, and proved disobedient and
self-indulgent? "Make us to be numbered with thy saints in glory everlasting."

THOU SHALT REST. Heaven will be to each soul what it most desires, and has missed on
earth. To the lonely, Love: to those that hunger and thirst for righteousness, Holiness: to those
who have dwelt amid perpetual warring and strife, Peace: to the weary, Rest--and to all the
vision of God in Christ.
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