Sanctify a fast, call a solemn assembly, gather the elders, and cry unto the Lord. Joel 1:14

(R.V., marg.)

It was a terrible invasion. The locusts had lighted down upon the land of Israel; so that
the seeds rotted under the clods; garners were desolate; the barns were broken down.
Despair took hold of the husbandman; and the herds and flocks panted out their anguish. At

this juncture the prophet called for a national fast.

Whenever our life is visited by special trials and perplexities, we should withdraw
ourselves from common pursuits, and lay bare our heart-secrets, so that we may learn the
cause of God's controversy with us. There is a reason and a needs-be; because He does not

afflict willingly, or grieve the children of men.

From time to time a call for prayer has issued from the hearts of men closest in touch
with heaven. In the middle of the eighteenth century Jonathan Edwards issued such an
appeal; and this led to that union of prayer, which played so significant a part in the
origination of the great missionary societies. It was notably the effect of that appeal on
Sutcliffe, Rylands, Fuller, and Carey, that led to the formation of the Baptist Missionary

Society at the close of the eighteenth century.

It may be that a wave of prayer is again about to break over the Church. There are
many signs of it. We hear Christian people saying on all hands that they want to get back to
God; and surely it would be one of the most significant signs of the unity of the Church and
the power of the Holy Spirit, if such a prayer wave were to lift us all on to a new level of
intercession for the Church of God and the world around us. We need not wait for the

Church to appoint.
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| will restore to you the years that the locust hath eaten. Joel 2: 25

How many years of our life have been consumed by the locust! Self in one form or
another has sorely robbed us of our golden sheaves, reducing them to dust. Self-indulgence,
frivolity, wanton spendthriftness of time, and talent, and opportunity, sloth and lethargy,
mixed and evil motives, secret sins-- what a crew are there! They have played the part of the
caterpillar, the cankerworm, and the palmerworm with the green promise and the yellow

produce of our lives.

But God waits to forgive; to put away from his mind the memory of the wasted past; to
place the crown of a new hope upon our brow--yea, more, to restore to us the years that the
locust hath eaten. There shall be a revenue of glory to Him even from those wasted years.
Either in the experience they shall have communicated to us for dealing with other men, or
in the penitential and broken-hearted temper they shall have begotten in ourselves; those
years shall yet yield crops of praise to God, and of fruitfulness to us. And, also, God is
prepared so to add his blessing to us, in the present and future, as to give us in each year not
only the year's produce, but much more, so that each year will be laden and weighted with
the blessing of three or four beside. Where sin abounded, grace shall much more abound.
Where we have sown, we shall reap; not thirty-fold only, but a hundred-fold. God is so
anxious to give us as large a result as possible to show for our life's work, though we may
have sadly wrecked its earlier portions. Did He not restore to Peter at Pentecost what he
wasted in the hall of judgment? Did not Paul win harvests for Christ out of the years which

preceded his conversion?
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| am the Lord your God, dwelling in Zion, my holy mountain. Joel 3: 17

This will be the lot of the chosen people in the millennial age. The Holy God will make
the city in which He resides a Holy place. But it is true universally. Wherever the Holy God
dwells, there you have holiness--for it is the attribute of his nature, as heat is of fire. Holiness

is not It, but He. Do you want it? Then you must invite Him to come.

When God comes into a day, it becomes holy unto Him. When his presence is revealed
in a bush, it is holy ground. When He descends on a mountain, the fences are erected, that
unhallowed feet may not draw nigh. When He fills a building like Solomon's Temple, the
whole is consecrated, and may not be employed for sacrilegious purposes. Best of all, if He

dwell in our hearts, they too are rendered holy to Himself.

When the apostle prays that the God of Peace should sanctify us wholly, he goes on to
ask that spirit, soul, and body, should be as a temple filled with God. The holy man is he who
is God-filled and God-possessed. It is not enough to possess God; we must be possessed by
Him. He who has more of God is surely holier than other men; and he is the holiest who has
most. Behold, Christ stands at the door and knocks: He longs to come in and abide, never

again to depart; He brings with Him the holiness for which He has taught us to yearn.

"Is it true, Ignatius," said the Roman emperor to the Christian martyr, "that you carry
about your God within you?" "it is even so," replied the bishop, "for it is written, | will dwell
in thee, and walk in thee." And for that answer they cast him to the wild beasts. But what

they deemed blasphemy is literally true of the Holy Spirit.
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