Jonah rose up to flee unto Tarshish from the presence of the Lord. Jonah1:3

HE WENT DOWN TO JOPPA. Sin is always a going down. Down from the heights of
fellowship with God; down from the life of high and noble purpose; down from self-restraint and
high endeavour. Yes, and we know we are going down; that our self-discipline is relaxed; that
our holy separation from the world is slacker.

HE FOUND A SHIP. Opportunity does not necessarily indicate either expediency or duty.
Because the ship happened at that moment to be weighing anchor and the sails to be filled with
a favouring breeze, Jonah might have argued that his resolution was a right one.Whether he did
or not, there are many times in our lives when we are disposed to argue that favouring
circumstances indicate the right course. But it must be remembered that they never can belie
God's summons to the soul to do his will. The court of conscience is the supreme court of
appeal; and to run away from known duty cannot be right, though circumstances seem at first to
smile.

HE PAID THE FARE THEREOQF. Yes, if we go opposite to God's will, we always have to pay for
it. The loss of self-respect, the broken peace of conscience, the deprivation of God's blessed
presence, are part of the fare. And even when we have paid and lost it all, we fail to get what we
purchased; we are dropped out of our chosen vessel in mid-ocean; and God brings us back to
land at his own expense, and in a ship of his own construction. The morning may be fine, but it is
soon overcast: the sky may be clear at starting, but God sends a great storm after the runaways
to bring them back to Himself: the ship may seem to be opportunely leaving the wharf, but
disaster will overtake it.
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| am cast out from before thine eyes; yet | will look again toward thy holy temple. Jonah 2:4 (R.V.)

That is well, O truant soul. Look again from where thou art! Thou art in the heart of the
seas; the flood of sorrow enwraps thee; storms of trouble are sweeping over thee--but look
again toward his holy temple. All that sorrow has been sent to bring thee back from thy
wanderings, and cause thee to look again. Thou couldest not look so long as thy back was
towards the will of God, and thy face towards Tarshish; but now thou art turned again, and art
on thy way back, thou mayest look again in the direction of the altar and its sacrifice, the High
Priest and his mediation. Look again. Look off unto Jesus, the Author and Finisher of Faith. Do
not wait till thou hast come into a better vantage-point for vision, but look again from thy
position in the lowest depths.

LOOK AGAIN! GOD INVITES THEE, TOO. Though thou hast turned thy back on Him these
many years, He waits to be gracious; his face is wreathed in tenderest, yearning love. One look
the least, the most abashed, from the greatest distance, will be eagerly noticed and instantly
reciprocated. "They looked unto Him and were lightened"--so wilt thou be. And He will bring up
thy life from the pit. Does thy soul faint within thee?--then remember the Lord. Let there be but
one yearning desire for Him, and it will come in unto Him as a prayer to his holy temple.

LOOK AGAIN! IN SPITE OF THE REMONSTRANCES OF THINE HEART. "l said." The heart is
always saying: | am too vile; | have sinned too deeply; | have gone too far; | have so often fallen
and returned, | am ashamed to come again: besides, are there not texts about never
forgiveness, and impossible to renew to repentance? | said: Yet, look again!
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The word of the Lord came unto Jonah the second time. Jonah3:1

We must not presume on this, but we may take it to our hearts for their very great
comfort. God's word may come to us "the second time." Jonah evaded it the first time; but
he was permitted to have a second opportunity of obeying it. Thus it was with Peter; he
failed to realize the Lord's ideal in the first great trial of his apostolic career, but the Lord
met him on the shores of the lake, and his word came to him a second time.

God is not waiting to notice our first failure and thrust us from his service. He waits,
with eager desire, to give us the joy and honour of being fellow-labourers with Himself. He
waits to be gracious. Therefore, when in our madness we refuse to do his bidding, and rush
off in another direction, He brings us back, amid bitter experiences, and says, "Go again to
Nineveh with the message that | gave thee originally."

How many times He will do this | do not dare to say. He forgives indefinitely, unto
seventy times seven; but how often He will re-entrust the sacred message and mission, it is
not for me to say. But there is, without doubt, a limit beyond which He cannot go, lest our
own character suffer, and the interests of other souls, who may be dissuaded from
obedience by our example, should be imperilled.

How wonderful it is that God should employ us at all! Yet it is like his work in nature. He
is ever calling men to co-operate with Himself. He lays the coal up in mines, but man must
excavate: He puts the flowers in the wilds, but man cultivates them: He gives the water, but
man irrigates the fields. So He longs over Nineveh, but summons sinful men to carry his
word.
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The Lord prepared. Jonah4:6,7,8

This book is full of this word prepared. We are told that the Lord prepared a great fish,
a gourd, a worm, and a sultry east wind.

HE PREPARES THE FISH (chap. 1. 17). When we are at our wits' end, apparently going to
destruction, He interposes and arrests our progress, and brings us back again to Himself.

HE PREPARES THE GOURD, that it may come up to be a shadow to our heads, and
deliver us from our evil case. The gourd of friendship, of property, of some cherished and
successful achievement. Ah, how glad we are for these gourds; though not always
sufficiently quick to attribute them to the loving providence of our Heavenly Father.

HE PREPARES THE WORM, AND THE EAST WIND. Jonah would have regarded Nineveh's
destruction with equanimity, whilst he mourned over his gourd; and there was no way of
awakening him to the true state of the case than by letting worm and east wind do their
work. He must be taught that what the gourd was to himself, Nineveh was to God. Yea, it
was more; because God had laboured for it, and made it to grow through long centuries
(ver.11).

How often our gourds are allowed to perish, to teach us these deep lessons. In spite of
all we can do to keep them green, their leaves turn more and more sere and yellow, until
they droop and die. And when they lie prone in the dust, the east wind is let forth from the
Almighty hand--the malign breath from the gourd would have delivered us. O child of God,
fainting in the east wind, do not ask to die; but get thee to the blue misty shadow of the
great Rock in a weary land; to the Man who is a shadow from the heat.
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