The mountains shall be molten under Him, and the valleys shall be cleft. Micah1:4

We must stay to admire the sublimity of these words. Of course, it is a very human way
of describing the movements of the Eternal: but how forcibly the prophet's words suggest
the interest of God in human life. He comes out of his place to deliver his own, and to judge
the ungodly: to remove obstacles to the fulfilment of his purposes.

Are you looking out to-day on a range of mountains that block your passage and screen
off the rays of the sun? Do your difficulties seem to have accumulated till they act as
insuperable obstacles to the fulfilment of your most cherished purposes? Perhaps, divided
from your friends; hemmed and blocked in from the fair sunny lands of the vineyard and the
goldening corn; despairing of tunnelling or scaling the Himalaya and the Alps. It is a sad and
drear prospect, enough to daunt the most courageous spirit, and break down the most
heroic courage. But look again at this text.

"Behold, the Lord cometh forth out of his place." He steps forth from his pavilion, intent
on some great and glorious project. He treads on thy high mountains as on the furrows of a
ploughed field. They are nothing to Him. Beneath his tread the mountains melt, and the
valleys cleave. Wax melting before the fire is the simple but sublime image of the instant
subsidence of whole ranges of difficulty. Wilt thou not walk with Him? Dare to believe that
He can make his mountains a way. Who art thou, great mountain before Zerubbabel? Thou
shalt become a plain.

For whom the heart of man shuts out,
Sometimes the heart of God shuts in;
And fences them all round about
With silence ‘'mid the world's loud din.
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The breaker is gone up before them. Micah 2:13 (R.V.)

The mind of the prophet conceives of the people as captives in a foreign city,
surrounded by lofty walls and frowning gates. Like impassable barriers, these lie between
them and liberty. There seems no hope of their being able to break forth; but all suddenly a
Breaker appears, who, summoning them to follow, breaks through the opposition of armed
men and of mighty bulwarks. With resistless might, He breaks his way through; and they that
follow Him are described as having broken forth, and passed on to the gate, and gone out
thereat. First the Lord, then their king, and then hosts of men.

No finer description could be imagined of the resurrection, which we celebrate as the
first day of every week recurs. Looking forth from heaven at the mystery of the resurrection,
when the triumphant Lord stepped forth from the restraint of watch, and ward, and stone,
and demon hate, and the grim fortress of the grave, the angels might fitly have appropriated
these words, "The Breaker is gone up" before his redeemed ones. See! they too are breaking
forth, and passing on through the gate--their King passing on before them.

This is also true of every new era of time and novelty of circumstance. Circumstances,
like prison walls, may confine us; but our Breaker is always preceding us, breaking down
opposition and strong ramparts of apparently impassable difficulty; breaking down the
suspicion and hatred of men; breaking down the mailed force of hell. Keep close beside Him,
as the armour-bearer behind Jonathan. Let there be no perceptible interspace. The iron gate
of the city will open of its own accord, through which you shall pass into perfect liberty.
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| truly am full of power by the Spirit of the Lord. Micah 3: 8

Nothing needs more of the Spirit of God than the preaching which declares to men
their sins. No one is so thoroughly hated as the candid friend. Just because conscience
attests the truth of our utterances, the soul of the sinner resents our plain speaking. You
may condemn sin generally as much as you like; but when your hand comes near the broken
bone, or the diseased flesh, then there is at once a violent outcry. Nothing is more needed in
the present day than particular preaching, the careful analysis of motive, the discrimination
of shades of wrongdoing; but the ministry of John the Baptist is only possible to those who
come in the spirit and power of Elijah.

We need power like that with which the apostles gave witness to Jesus Christ. And it is
not difficult to discern when a man is dealing with sin in the power of the eternal God. We
need judgment to detect graver and lighter offences, and trace the connection between sin
and its consequence. We need might to withstand the opposition we shall inevitably meet.

But all these may be had with the filling of the Holy Ghost, which is the privilege and
right of every child of God in this the age of the Holy Ghost. Our ascended Lord received of
the Father the fulness of the Spirit, that He might communicate Him to all who believe; but
we, in our turn, must receive. Do not be content with a few drops at the bottom of the
bucket; ask to stand always beneath the flowing spring and be filled. The disciples were filled
suddenly on the day of Pentecost; but they were being filled perpetually (Acts 13: 52, Gr.).
The fulness of God for you is only limited by your capacity to receive.
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In the latter days it shall come to pass. Micah 4:1 (R.V.)

These words are repeated in Isa. 2: 2-4. The holy men that wrote the Bible lived upon
the inspired words of their predecessors. Amid the dark night this promise of God shone like
binary stars.

No doubt they have been fulfilled in the Gospel dispensation. In a deep and true sense
it has come to pass that the Lord's house has been established in the top of the mountains,
and has been exalted above the hills. The Church is a conspicuous and influential object
among the forces of the world; and peoples are flowing towards it. In very many cases whole
nations have flung away the religion of their ancestors, and gathered within that Christian
temple which has been built upon the foundations of Judaism. Out of Zion there has gone
forth the law; and from Jerusalem the Word of the Lord. In Jesus, the Jew is still the centre
of the world's vision.

But the full accomplishment of these words waits behind the curtain that is so soon to
be rent at the coming of our Lord. Then holy influences will proceed from the chosen people
who shall have been led to recognize Christ as their Messiah. From these the Gospel shall go
forth unto all the world. Beneath the hallowing influences of that age swords shall be beaten
into ploughshares, and spears into pruning hooks; the cannon shall be as obsolete as the
tomahawk; the explosives of war shall be stored in museums; whilst schools for training the
art of war shall be used as missionary seminaries.

There shall be no war, because there shall be no fear. "None shall make them afraid."
And there shall be no fear, because universal love shall reign towards God and man.
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And this Man shall be our Peace. Micah 5:4,5 (R.V.)

He that comes from Bethlehem Ephratah, leaving a trail of light that conducts the eyes
of all generations back to the little village, "the least amongst the thousands of Judah," is the
Everlasting Jehovah, whose goings forth have been from of old.

What majesty is his! He shall stand amid the swirling waves of change, the shifting
quicksands of time, and the drifting cloudwrack of revolution; erect, unchangeable,
unmovable. And not He alone, but his flock which has gathered around Him out of the windy
storm and tempest. No common majesty mantles that gentle form; it is the majesty of the
Name of Jehovah, the glory that He had with the Father before the worlds were.

What tenderness is his! He feeds his flock like a shepherd, and gathers the lambs in his
arm. Though He is great to the ends of the earth, He is the Prince of Peace. He makes peace;
does his work calmly and tenderly; lays the foundations of peace by yielding his life to the
death of the Cross without resistance or complaint.

What strength is his! Strong with the original strength of Deity, with the acquired
strength of perfect obedience, with the strength that accrues from the successful prevalence
over his foes. His strength is ours, because He loves us perfectly; and it is the boast of the
strong to bear the infirmities of the weak, and not to seek its own.

AND THIS MAN IS OUR PEACE. He came and preached peace to them that were far off,
and peace to them that were nigh. He has made peace by the Blood of his Cross. He is the
Prince of Peace to loyal and loving hearts. He sheds abroad in our hearts his own peace,
which the world cannot take away.
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Do justly, love mercy, and walk humbly with thy God. Micah 6: 8

The perfunctory sacrifices of lambs and rams, rivers of oil, and of tender children, were
eagerly practised by the surrounding nations, such as the Moabites, but were abhorrent to
God. What to Him is the outward rite without the holy purpose; the child's form of
obeisance, apart from filial love! Grave questionings as to the utility of mere ritualism
suggested themselves in the old-world religions. It appears that the questions of this chapter
were put by Balaam; and the words before us were uttered by the divine Spirit to his heart.
But however that may be, it is matter for our adoring gratitude that God has stepped out of
the infinite to show us what is good, and what He requires.

TO DO JUSTLY is to preserve the balance of strict equity: if an employer, treating
workpeople with perfect justice; if a manufacturer or salesman, making and selling what will
thoroughly satisfy the just requirements of the purchaser; if an employee, giving an exact
equivalent of time and diligence and conscientious labour for money received.

TO LOVE MERCY is to take into consideration all those drawbacks which misfortunes,
which enfeebled health, or crushing sorrow may impose on those who owe us service or
money, or in some other way are dependent upon us.

TO WALK HUMBLY WITH GOD implies constant prayer and watchfulness, familiar yet
humble converse, conscientious solicitude, to allow nothing to divert us from his side or to
break the holy chain of conversation. We must exchange our monologue, in which we talk
with ourselves, for dialogue, in which we talk as we walk with God. Ask Him to make these
good things the ordinary tenor of your life.
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Rejoice not against me, O mine enemy: when | fall, | shall arise. Micah 7: 8

Thou art glad, O child of the darkness, that the child of God has fallen into the pit: thou laughest
derisively and in scorn. But wait to see the end of the Lord, for He is very pitiful. Thy rock is not as
our Rock, and of this thou shalt be the judge. Our God will chastise with many stripes those of his
children who persist in wrongdoing. He will withdraw the light of his face. He will permit the
backslider to bear his indignation. But He does not keep his anger for ever, or allow the enemy and
avenger to wreak all his vengeance. He may use the stripes of the children of men to a certain point;
but immediately they exceed it, and take unhallowed license, He steps in and delivers his beloved,

enabling the returning and restored soul to use these words.

Wait, O soul; thy God will presently arise to plead thy cause, and execute judgment for thee; do
not put forth thine hand to save thyself; wait on Him, He will deliver thee; He will bring thee forth to
the light, and thou shalt behold his righteousness in the ordering of thy life. Only acknowledge thy

sin; cast thyself on his mercy; and accept what He may appoint by way of chastening.

What an exquisite word is here for those who sit in darkness from any cause: from the waning
of human love; the darkening of increasing physical weakness; the withdrawal of beloved faces, one
by one, from the family circle. Look unto the Lord; wait for the God of your salvation; when you sit in

darkness, He will be a light.

In darkest shades, if He appear,
My dawning is bequn;
He is my soul's sweet morning star,

And He my rising sun.
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