The Lord hath his way in the whirlwind and in the storm. Nahum 1:3

GOD'S DEALINGS ARE OFTEN TERRIBLE. He rides on the whirlwind, and wraps Himself in
the storm. But the child of God looks beneath the dress to the Father's heart, which beats
with as much love when attired thus as when arrayed in the smiles of a summer eve. The
whirlwind serves a useful purpose in cleaning the trees of rotten boughs, and searching the
corners of foetid courts; the storm, in deluging the gulleys and drains; the clouds, in forming
the fertilizing showers on the thirsty land. God is in it all. God is behind the tempests that
sweep over and desolate your life: this is his way; and the clouds that overcast your sky are
the pavement of his feet; on our side they seem dark and lowering; but on the other side
they are like burnished gold, as He steps across them. Whenever clouds are above,

remember that God is at hand. They are the dust of his feet.

GOD'S WAY IS GENERALLY HIDDEN. The clouds as dust conceal Him; but we must not
dwell with melancholy foreboding on the clouds, as if they were all. God is behind them,
working for us, coming to our rescue, showing Himself strong on our behalf. Whenever the
clouds gather over your life, say God cannot be far off--see, the dust He raises in his mighty

progress betrays Him.

GOD COUNTS OUR GREAT THINGS AS VERY TRIFLING. A cloud is a great thing to us; it
sometimes seems to equal the Alps in magnificence, in height, in girth; but to God it is only
as a grain of dust to us. Our difficulties, perplexities, and anxieties, are very little things to
Him. With one movement of his hand He could sweep them away, as you can move dust-

motes from your table. Trust Him! Your tears are much to Him; your difficulties nothing.
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The Lord bringeth again the excellency of Jacob. Nahum 2:2 (R.V.)

Too long Nineveh had exerted her malign influence upon the fortunes of the chosen
people; that, to use the expressive simile of the eleventh verse, it had resembled a den of
lions, whence ravenous beasts prowl forth to devour the villagers. The Assyrians, pouring
forth from their mighty metropolis, had devastated the excellency of Jacob, the cry of the
land had gone up to Jehovah; and He here declares his determination to quell the enemy

and avenger, and to bring again the excellency of the people whom He loved.

It may be that you, too, have been carried into captivity, or devastated by strongly
besetting sins; though you pray and yearn for emancipation, still you are kept low by the
depredations of the power of evil. But be of good cheer; God is moving to your help. He is
against those who are against you; He will bring again your excellency. He resembles the
mother, whose child is smitten with smallpox. Does she love it less? Nay, but comes nearer,

that they may fight the disease together.

You shall excel in faith when the hindrance is removed. The faith that once
characterized you shall arouse with its former vigour, and make an open pathway down
which heaven's best blessings may enter your life. At its summons the unseen will become
more real than the seen, and God will be all in all. You shall excel also in hope. This is the
realizing faculty, accepting the assurances of faith following them as the beacon-lights that
guide weary sailors; for hope is more than faith, as the artist is more than the preparer of
colours. You shall also excel in love. When self-will looses its hold upon the soul, love springs

spontaneously from its soil.
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There is no assuaging of thy hurt; thy wound is grievous. Nahum 3:19 (R.V.)

This is one of the greatest chapters in Old Testament prophecy. Nahum the Elkoshite
was a man of uncommon power of imagination and force of eloquence. His denunciation of
Nineveh is remarkably forcible and eloquent. You can almost hear the crack of the whip, the
rattling of wheels, and see the heap of corpses that block the passages. Every traveller, from
Layard downwards, has attested the literal fulfilment of these predictions. For Nineveh, from
the time of her fall to the present, has been utterly waste. Her hurt has never been

assuaged. A scar upon the earth's surface alone marks her site.

From such a spectacle we may well turn to our beloved country, and seriously question
whether we are doing all that we can to stay a similar fate. There are many signs that she is
being swept along in the same stream as has borne many mighty nations down to ruin. The
growing luxury of the rich; the abject poverty of the poor (a child was burned in Whitechapel
the other day through the mother having to sell the fire-guard to buy bread); the gross
impurity and immorality of our streets; the increasing desecration of the Rest Day; and the
overwhelming bill for drink--these things cannot be unpunished. May we not indeed fear
that God will soon rise against us? Let us use our influence as citizens, and our prayer as

saints, to avert a fate which if it comes will be irretrievable.

Ah, reader, is this thy case? Hast thou an inward hurt, of which no balm or medicine has
brought assuagement? Has thou a wound, so grievous that no art has sufficed to heal it?
Take it to the Living Saviour. Each of his miracles, in the days of his flesh, has a spiritual

counterpart still.
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