Art not Thou from everlasting, O Lord my God? . .. Thou diest not. Hab.1:12 (R.V., marg.)

Note the attributes of God, which are enumerated in these words. His eternity--He is
from everlasting; He is the Holy One--of purer eyes than to behold evil; the Almighty--the
Rock. Is it not wonderful that mortals should be permitted to put the possessive pronoun
before these wonderful words, and claim this glorious God for themselves! My God; mine

Holy One.

But the most remarkable is the reading suggested above by the words, "Thou diest
not"; "He only hath immortality." Time cannot lay its hand upon his nature, or death dissolve
it. His hair is white, but not with the whiteness of decay, but of unutterable purity. He need
not tremble at the summons of man's great last foe. Unchangeable! The same yesterday, to-

day, and for ever! The death of death! The destruction of the grave! He dies not.

All this is true; but it is true also that in the person of his Eternal Son He died. He laid
down his life, though none took it from Him. He bowed his glorious nature beneath the yoke
of death. Because the children were partakers of flesh and blood, He took part in the same,
that through death He might destroy death. Though He ever liveth, yet He became obedient

unto death, even the death of the Cross.

There are many mysteries like those at which the prophet hints. He holds his peace
whilst the wicked swallows up the man that is more righteous than himself. It is the problem
of all ages why God should permit it; but whatever be the explanation, it cannot be because
He has vacated the throne of the universe, or that his arm is weakened by disease. From

everlasting to everlasting He is God.
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| will look forth to see what He will speak with me. Hab. 2:1 (R.V.)

The prophet had made his complaint in the preceding chapter; and now he climbs the
watch-tower, much as the watchman did who waited for tidings of the battle between Joab
and Absalom. He looks forth for God's answer. This, to say the least, is respectful in our
dealings with the Almighty. Too often we ask questions, and do not wait for replies; shoot
prayer-arrows into the air, without stopping to see where they alight, or what quarry they
strike. We are in too great a hurry to take time and trouble for climbing the watch-tower,

and awaiting the divine reply.

God still speaks to the waiting soul. Sometimes, there is a direct answer to its
perplexity; at others, there is the assurance that the vision is yet for the appointed time, but
that it is hastening towards the end. O long-waiting soul, dost thou hear those words? Thou
hast been standing long upon the watch-tower. Hope has almost died; but the vision is
panting in its haste to be fulfilled. If it tarry, wait for it; because it is already on the way.
Every throb of the pendulum brings it nearer. The express train is hurrying towards thee,

with its precious freight.

How often God's answers come, and find us gone! We have waited for a while, and,
thinking there was no answer, we have gone our way but as we have turned the first corner
the post has come in. God's ships touch at our wharves; but there is no one to unload them.
His letters lie at the office; but no one calls for them. It is not enough to direct your prayer
unto God; look up, and look out, until the blessing alights on your head. When we ask what

is according to his will, we receive while we pray.
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O Lord, revive Thy work in the midst of the years. Hab. 3:2

When we are oppressed with the state of the Church and the world, as Habakkuk was,
there is no resource but to turn to God. It is of no use to say to our brother, "What shall we
do?" Better at once get into the presence of the Almighty. All conferences with flesh and

blood are wasted breath, unless there has been a previous one with God.

Note also the unselfishness of the prayer which precedes revival. We must not pray
"Revive my work," lest the insidious temptation come in of using the stream of God's
blessing to turn our own tiny water-wheels for our own profit. Let us get beyond the narrow

limits of our church or section, and ask for a revival of God's work everywhere.

We do not need a new Gospel, but a revival--a revivifying of the old Gospel. If any
preach another Gospel than that which the apostles preached, let him be accursed; he is
selling bran for wheat; he is filling cartridges with sand. We want nothing but the Gospel of
the Cross of Jesus Christ, proclaimed from lips which have received a new baptism of

heavenly power.

Note the time. Not at the end of years, but in the midst. This is a prayer for those in
middle life. They are apt to think that their power for service has passed its prime, and that
the successes of their early days cannot be paralleled. But let them remember that in the

midst of the years God can revive his work, and ask for it.

What an argument! "Remember mercy." We cannot appeal to merit, but can lay great
stress on mercy. Lord, have mercy on thy Church--revive her; and ere the dispensation close,

may she arise for one great work of soul-salvation!
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