| will search Jerusalem with candles. Zeph. 1:12

The state of things in the chosen city was scandalous. The people worshipped the host
of heaven on the housetops; the temple-courts were filled with the priests of idolatry; the
court affected foreign dress and manners. Nothing could prevent the invasion of the
Chaldeans as ministers of the divine vengeance. These were the terrible guests whom the
Almighty had summoned to the feast; and the feast consisted of the spoils of the city (ver.
7).

No sin of his people can escape the notice of God. He searches out the secret evils of
our hearts with lighted candles, not for his vision alone, but for ours; that we may know, and
abhor them, and put them from us. There is the candle of conscience. The spirit of man is as
the candle of the Lord. In some men the candle is present, but not lit: in others it is lit by the

power of the divine Spirit; and there is something of the incandescent flame about it then.

There is the candle of outward events. How often does God allow some incident of
which we hear in social conversation, or read in the newspaper, to cast a sudden and
unexpected light upon some passages in our lives which we have carefully shrouded in

darkness. Right into a hidden closet the searchlight falls, saying "thou art the man."

Then there is that candle of his Holy Word. A text or sermon unkindled by the Spirit of
God is like an unlighted candle. But when God's Holy Spirit rests on it, interfusing it with fire,
then how mighty is its effect! It searches the heart and tries the reins; it reveals to man his

thought and the real object of his existence, that he may repent.
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It may be ye shall be hid in the day of the Lord's anger. Zeph. 2:3

The name of this prophet means, "Whom God hides or protects." The hidden man
invites others to his hiding-place; and shows how we may be hidden in the day of God's
anger. It is said that in the centre of the wildest cyclone there is a point of absolute calm: so
amid the wildest storms that have swept the face of the world there have always been some

of God's hidden ones:

The secret place, the refuge from the blast,
The glorious Temple, Lamb of God art Thou;
Our feet shall tread the golden courts at last,

Our souls have entered now.

"I cannot deny," writes Tersteegen, "the corruptions of the external Church; but | think
my dear friend has more necessary things to attend to. Within! Within! With God alone!"

There is truth here, though not all the truth. We must have Elijahs as well as Zephaniahs.

Only those may know the hidden life who fulfil the conditions here described. They
must be meek; they must work his judgment; they must seek righteousness and meekness.
It is the soul that bends before the blast of the terrible ones; that gives place to wrath, not
because of pusillanimity, but because of the fear of the Lord; that hands over its cause of
alarm and fear to the Most High, which abides in his secret place, and hides under his

shadow.

Let us seek these things, and then there will be no maybe in our being hidden. We shall
certainly be hidden in the day of the Lord's anger; hidden in the wounds of Jesus, hidden in

his heart, hidden in God with Christ, hidden in the fiery glory of his intolerable holiness.

Rock of Ages, cleft for me,
Let me hide myself in Thee!
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The Lord thy God is in the midst of thee, a Mighty One who will save. Zeph. 3:17 (R.V.)

If this announcement is compared with the foregoing verse, it becomes apparent that
only those may take its blessed comfort who have made the Lord their King. It is when the
Lord, the King of Israel, is in the midst that we cease to fear the incursion of evil. Entire
surrender and consecration must precede that deliverance from the power of evil which we

all desire in our holiest hours.

O tempted one, who fearest every hour because of the fury of the foe, that seems only
waiting to destroy, look no longer upon him, but behold thy glorious Lord. "He will save."
Dare to repeat those words again and again, as a sweet refrain. Dare to believe that the
battle is not yours, but his. Fear not; nor let thine hands be slack! Do thy work in the world,

and let God keep thee.

But God will do more than save the yielded trusting one. He will rejoice over the soul
that finds its all in Himself. Such exquisite satisfaction will fill his glorious nature, that it shall
be as when the heart can no longer contain itself, and wells over with liquid music. It is much
to hear a nightingale sing; more to hear an angel; more to hear some child of Adam
redeemed from sin sing the new song: but most to hear the great God break out into song.
So a mother sings over her babe. O my God may my life give Thee joy; not grief, nor tears,

but a song.

But He does not always express Himself thus. He is sometimes "silent in his love." At
such times He does not speak or sing, but broods over the soul that has dared to trust Him.
"He will rest in his love." There are times when the heart is too full of blessedness to speak--

it has learnt to abide in the secret place. An ocean too full to permit of waves!
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