Present it now unto thy governor. Mal.1:8 (R.V.)

Malachi's special work was in stirring up the priesthood to their duty, to the proper
maintenance of the Temple services. They were very careless of these, and treated their
holy duties with great contempt. The special method adopted seems to have been in the
presentation of the blind, the lame, and sick on the altar; while the healthy and whole were
reserved for private use. "The table of the Lord was polluted, and his meat contemptible."
Such unconcealed irreverence and greed could not pass unrebuked. They are asked to
compare their service to God with their service to man; their sacrifices in the Temple with
their gifts before their governors and rulers. Would these be pleased, and accept the gift, if

they were treated in the same way as God was?

Professing Christians might sometimes be addressed in the same terms. When they slip
a copper coin into the collecting-bag, which they would not think of offering to the butler in
a friend's house; when they give more to the revenue officer than to the Church or poor;
when they give to the Lord's work whatever they can spare without loss, and, indeed, are
glad to be rid of; whenever they spend more time and strength on public duties than on the

calls of Christianity--at such times we might fairly bid them present it to their governor.

In 10th verse (R.V.) God is heard asking for someone to close the doors of the Temple.
He would rather this than be mocked by such heartless rites. It was as though He would
rather that no prayers were offered, no services maintained, no holy hymn sung--than that
there should be such perfunctory and heartless worship. Let us be very careful against this

spirit in our daily devotions!
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He walked with me in peace and uprightness, and did turn many away from iniquity. Mal.
2:6.

These inspiring words, especially the last clause, might well hang in the secret chamber
of every servant of God. They were specially prized by the sainted R. M. McCheyne, whose
life was a beautiful exemplar of their meaning. You will notice that covenant dates back to
the righteous zeal of Phinehas for the honour of God (Num. 25). How well God remembers
such things, and writes them in ineffaceable characters on the tablets of his memory! But
what a contrast between that noble ancestry and the degenerate successors of Malachi's

days!

Do you want to turn many away from iniquity? You must walk with God, hourly,
constantly, in blessed and intimate fellowship, learning from Him who you are to approach,
what line you are to follow in dealing with them, and the message you are to deliver. You
must expect to come into collision with them: they are coming in one direction, whilst God
and you will be going in just the reverse. But go on walking with God; fear his fear; know the
terror of losing his companionship, even for a moment; be perfectly transparent in speech
and life; let your lips be weighted with his messages only. The result will more than
compensate. Yours will be the abundant life, and yours the peace which is unspeakable;
yours will be the uprightness of soul which carries the divine radiance on its face, and yours

the joy in arresting the way of transgressors and sinners.

Plead this promise: "Lord, let me be used to turn many away from iniquity," and notice
that this most blessed result will accrue much less from what you say than from what you
are. It was Levi's walk and converse with God, more even than his words, that produced this

wholesale reformation.
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He shall purify the sons of Levi, and purge them as gold and silver. Mal. 3: 3

If you are just now in the fire, dear soul, be of good cheer--it shows at least that you are
silver, and that you are capable of performing more acceptable service in God's holy Temple.
If it were not so, God would not take so much pains. He chastens those whom He loves, and
prunes the branches that are already bearing fruit. What a comfort it is that He surrenders
this work to no other hands than his own. He may give his angels charge concerning us when

we are in danger; but He keeps our purification beneath his special superintendence.

But notice that He sits. What patience is here! However many years thou mayest have
to lie on that couch, He will sit beside thee. The nurses will go off duty, but He never. Love
may faint and be weary, and nod into light slumbers; but He never slumbers nor sleeps.
Those that were most frequent in attendances may drop off; but He will sit, night and day--
when the soul is lonely, and when the room is filled with cheery voices; when the pain is
almost unbearable--reach out the hand, you will touch his; breathe the softest sigh, He will

answer, "l am here."

And the process will be continued until the scum has passed away, with its rebellion
and murmuring, and his dear face shines, sweetly mirrored in its every outline and
lineament. Then the fires will die down, and He will bid thee arise to reap the full reward.
God is set on reviving the better, holier past, to which some of us revert with tender
interest. "It was better with me then than now," we sometimes say. But the tender grace of
those days that are dead will come again to the soul, who yields to God's refining. "The

offering of Judah and Jerusalem shall be pleasant unto the Lord, as in the days of old."
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The Sun of Righteousness shall arise with healing in his wings. Mal. 4: 2

At the end of the Old Testament it is meet that the sun should break out. The morning
that broke on Paradise was clear enough. It was without clouds. But the sky soon became
darkened, and at last veiled, with only here and there a chink of blue sky left. All through the
dark succeeding centuries there have been gleams of sunshine to let men know that the sun
was shining still. Every precious promise, every solemn type, every holy life, that was bathed
in supernatural beauty, was like a shining forth of the sun through the bars of human
darkness and sin. But evidently more was in store than Old Testament saints had dreamed;
and the time was coming when the reign of type, symbol, and parable, would be succeeded

by the clear vision of the face of God.

We live in the days of open vision. Let us go forth and exult. We are to rejoice in every
good thing He gives us. As the young calves of the early spring manifest their exuberant life
in their caperings and gambols in the pastures, so let us give expression to our joy. Exult
because of the clear shining of God's love; exult because the darkness is past, and the true
light now shineth; exult because He is coming again, as surely as He came once. Wake up,
my soul, take psaltery and harp, and sing. The Bridegroom is at hand. Hark! are those his

chariot wheels reverberating through the air? Even so! Lord Jesus, come quickly!
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